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1945 


REPORT  OF  THE  COUNTY  MEDICAL 
OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 


The  major  health  services  for  which  the  County  Council  is  responsible 
are  dealt  with  first,  while  separate  sections  follow  dealing  with  the 
minor  health  services  for  which  the  County  and  Town  Councils  are 
each  responsible  in  their  respective  areas. 


VITAL  STATISTICS 

The  following  statistics  relate  to  the  whole  County,  including 
the  Burghs. 

Population. — The  Registrar  General’s  estimate  of  the  civilian 
population  of  the  County  to  the  middle  of  1945  was  32,600,  an 
increase  of  349  on  last  year’s  figure.  The  1931  Census  population 
was  31,947. 

Births. — The  number  of  live  births  (corrected  for  transfers) 
assigned  to  the  County  was  621,  of  which  315  were  males  and  306 
females.  The  birth-rate  per  1,000  estimated  population  was  16.9. 
Last  year’s  figure  was  19.7. 

There  were  69  illegitimate  births,  equal  to  a rate  of  11.1  per  100 
live  births  as  compared  with  10.6  in  1944. 

Still-Births. — There  were  13  still-births  (5  male,  8 female) . 
The  corresponding  rate  was  21  per  1000  births  as  compared  with  33 
for  Scotland. 

Infantile  Mortality. — The  deaths  of  infants  under  one  year- 
numbered  42,  a decrease  of  15  on  last  year’s  figure.  The  infantile 
mortality  rate  was  68  per  1,000  live  births  compared  with  79  last 
year.  The  figure  for  Scotland  was  56. 

Marriages. — The  marriages  numbered  382,  equivalent  to  a rate 
of  10.4  per  1,000  estimated  population.  Last  year’s  figure  was  238 
and  the  corresponding  rate  was  6.5. 

Deaths. — After  allowing  for  transfers,  deaths  from  all  causes 
numbered  391,  of  which  190  were  male  and  201  female,  giving  a 
corrected  and  adjusted  death-rate  of  11.9  per  1,000  estimated 
population.  The  death-rate  is  1.1  lower  than  that  of  last  year  and 
compares  with  13.2  for  Scotland. 
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The  following  were  the  chief  causes  of  death  during  1945: — 

Heart  Disease-,  86 ; Cancer,  49 ; Cerebral  Haemorrhage,  49 ; 
Bronchitis,  24 ; Congenital  Debility,  23  ; Old  Age,  15 ; Violence,  9 : 
Tuberculosis  (all  forms),  22;  Nephritis  and  other  genito-urinary 
diseases,  12 ; Pneumonia,  15 ; Influenza,  5 Meningitis,  3 ; 
Diarrhoea,  5 ; other  Digestive  Diseases,  2 ; and  Diabetes,  7. 

Principal  Epidemic  Diseases. — Influenza  accounted  for  5 
deaths;  Whooping  Cough,  1;  Diphtheria,  1;  and  other  diseases,  1. 

Tuberculous  Diseases. — There  were  18  deaths  from  pulmonary 
tuberculosis,  giving  a death-rate  of  0.55  compared  with  0.50  for  the 
previous  year. 

There  were  4 deaths  from  non-pulmonary  tuberculosis. 

Cancer. — This  disease  accounted  for  49  deaths  (23  male  and 
26  female)  compared  with  59  during  the  previous  year.  All  but  13 
deaths  occurred  in  persons  over  55  years  of  age. 

Cerebral  Haemorrhage. — There  were  49  deaths  due  to  cerebral 
haemorrhage.  Except  2 all  were  persons  over  55  years  of  age. 

Diseases  of  the  Circulatory  System. — Heart  disease  accounted 
for  86  of  the  97  deaths  in  this  group. 

Diseases  of  the  Eespiratovy  System. — There  were  43  deaths  due 
to  disease  of  the  respiratory  system  excluding  tuberculosis. 
Pneumonia  accounted  for  15  and  bronchitis  for  24  of  the  total  deaths. 

Diseases  of  the  Genito-Urinarj?  System. — There  were  12  deaths 
due  to  diseases  of  this  system,  of  which  4 were  attributed  to 
nephritis  and  8 to  other  causes. 

Violent  Deaths. — There  were  12  deaths,  of  which  3 were  suicidal 
and  9 accidental  (1  road  accident  and  8 other  violence) . 

Table  I.  of  Appendix  gives  the  causes  of  death  in  age  groups. 

MEDICAL  SERVICES 

Maternity  Service  and  Child  Welfare  Scheme 

Infantile  Mortality. — The  number  of  deaths  of  children  under 
one  year  of  age  was  42,  being  15  less  than  the  previous  year’s 
figure.  The  infantile  mortality  rate  (rate  per  1,000  live  births) 
was  68,  which  showed  a decrease  of  11  on  last  year’s  figure. 

Congenital  debility,  premature  birth,  malformations,  etc., 
accounted  for  52.4  per  cent,  of  the  infant  deaths,  while  16.6  per  cent, 
were  due  to  bronchitis  and  pneumonia  and  11.9  per  cent,  to 
diarrhoea. 

Notification  of  Births. — The  number  of  births  (excluding  still- 
births) registered  in  the  County  was  406  of  which  22  were  trans- 
ferred out  while  237  were  transferred  to  this  area  from  other  districts, 
giving  a total  of  621. 

Of  the  13  still-births  registered,  7 were  transferred  to  the  County 

from  other  districts. 


Maternal  Mortality.  — There  was  one  maternal  death  due  to 
post-partum  haemorrhage.  The  maternal  mortality  rate  was  1.57 
per  1,000  live  and  still  births,  as  compared  with  a rate  of  2.8  for 
Scotland. 

Report  under  Midwives  (Scotland)  Act,  1915: — 


Item. 

Total 

Under  Mat. 
Services 
Scheme 

Cases  by 
Midwives 
Only 

Cases  with 
no  Midwife 
or  Doctor 

1.  Births  

406 

385 

23 

2.  Deaths  of  new-born  children 
(within  14-  days  of  birth)  ... 

6 

1 

3.  Still-births  (dead  born) 

6 

4 

1 

4.  Cases  of  Ophthalmia 
Neonatorum  

( Cases 

5.  Puerperal  Sepsis  -! 

( Deaths 

( Cases 

6.  Puerperal  Pyrexia  J 

{ Deaths 

4 

3 

General  Report  on  the  Working  of  the  Act:  — 

Sixteen  midwives  gave  notice  of  intention  to  practise — in 
the  County  District  3,  Alloa  6,  Alva  2,  Tillicoultry  3,  and 
Dollar  2.  Eight  of  the  Midwives  normally  act  as  maternity 
nurses  and  not  as  midwives  although  qualified  to  do  so  in  terms 
of  the  Maternity  Services  (Scotland)  Act,  1937. 

The  inspections  of  midwives  throughout  the  year 
numbered  9. 

Maternity  Services  (Scotland)  Act,  1937. — The  County  Council 

Scheme  under  this  Act  ensures  that  women  who  are  to  be  confined 
in  their  own  homes  will  have  adequate  medical  and  nursing  care 
before,  during,  and  after  child-birth  should  they  so  desire.  During 
1915  there  were  385  applicants  and  359  confinements  took  place. 
This  means  that  88.4  per  cent,  of  the  births  which  actually  took 
place  in  the  County  (i.e.,  excluding  the  237  births  transferred  in) 
were  at  home  under  the  Maternity  Services  Scheme. 

Twenty-two  mothers  had  to  have  their  confinements  in  hospital. 


Home  Visitation. — 


The  following  table  gives  particulars  of  the  Health  Visitors’ 
visits  to  children  and  expectant  mothers. 


County 

District 

Number  of  first  Visits  : — 

Infants  

590 

Children  (1-5  years) 

842 

Expectant  Mothers 

94 

Total  Visits  : — 

Infants 

...  1722 

Children  (1-5  years) 

...  2505 

Expectant  Mothers 

246 

Child  Welfare  Clinics. 

Alloa 

Alva 

Tilli- 

coultry 

Dollar 

Total 

870 

85 

92 

31 

1668 

976 

162 

173 

31 

2184 

56 

25 

8 

20 

203 

2173 

342 

468 

151 

4856 

2272 

618 

704 

135 

6232 

109 

39 

16 

42 

452 

There  are  four  Child  Welfare  Clinics  held  in  the  County,  as 
under: — 


(1)  Alloa. — Every  Thursday  afternoon  from  3 to  4 in  Y.M.C.A. 

Headquarters.  A doctor  is  in  attendance  on  the  first  and 
third  Thursdays  of  each  month. 

(2)  Alva. — Every  Tuesday  afternoon  from  3 to  4 in  West  Church 

Hall.  A doctor  is  in  attendance  on  the  second  Tuesday 
of  each  month. 

(3)  Tillicoultry. — Every  Thursday  afternoon  from  3 to  4 in  British 

Legion  Hall,  Hamilton  Street.  A doctor  is  in  attendance 
on  the  fourth  Thursday  of  each  month. 

(4)  Sauchie. — (Opened  on  16/10/45).  Held  on  the  first  and  third 

Tuesday  afternoons  of  each  month  at  three  o’clock.  A 
Doctor  is  in  attendance  on  the  first  Tuesday  of  each  mouth. 


Attendances. — The  attendances  of  mothers  at  the  Child  Welfare 
Centres  were: — Alloa,  2187;  Alva,  258;  Tillicoultry,  873;  and 
Sauchie,  53.  The  attendances  of  children  were: — Alloa.  1975; 
Alva,  292 ; Tillicoultry,  845 ; and  Sauchie  64.  The  educational  side 
of  the  work  is  dealt  with  at  the  mothercraft  meetings,  of  which  there 
were  24  in  Alloa,  30  in  Alva,  and  31  in  Tillicoultry. 

Consultations. — The  following  particulars  give  the  number  of 
consultations  and  the  conditions  found  on  examination: — 


20  10 

11 

38  9 

12 

14  8 

2 

65  29 

23 

29  23 

18 

thread 

worms, 

Alloa  Alva  Tilly. 

Number  of  Sessions  (one  hour’s  duration)  

(a)  Number  of  children  attending  under  1 year  of  age 
Number  of  children  attending  over  1 year  of  age 

(b)  Total  number  of  attendances  under  1 year  of  age 
Total  number  of  attendances  over  1 year  of  age 

(c)  Illnesses  Recorded : — Rickets,  digestive  disturbances, 
bronchial  affections,  phimosis,  skin  affections,  post-vaccination,  diarrhoea, 
colds,  scabies,  enteritis,  blepharitis,  ear  condition,  paresis,  septic 
conditions,  cysts  on  cheek,  sores,  eye  conditions,  gingivitis,  catarrh, 
abscess,  cervical  glands,  decayed  teeth,  naevus,  german  measles,  eczema, 
spina  bifida  and  colitis. 

(d)  Ante-natal  Consultations  Two  expectant  mothers  attended. 

(e)  Post-natal  Consultations : — Eight  attendances  by  mothers. 
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Voluntary  Workers. — I wish  to  record  my  appreciation  of  the 
work  so  ably  done  by  the  Voluntary  Helpers  at  the  four  Clinics. 

Special  Treatment  Centres. — 

Facilities  at  the  School  Clinics  are  available  for  the  treatment 
of  pre-school  children. 

Eight  children  were  treated  by  the  Eye  Specialist  at  the  School 
Clinic. 

The  Health  Visitors  attended  15  cases  suffering  from  minor 
ailments. 


Ultra  Violet  Ray  Clinic.— 


The  number  of  School  and  pre-school  < 

•hildren  treated  at  this 

Clinic  is  as  follows : — 

(a) 

Number  of  cases: — 

1944 

1945 

Day  Nursery  Children 

34 

21 

Out-Patients  ... 

93 

228 

(b) 

Number  of  attendances : — 
Day  Nursery  Children 

...  363 

284 

Out-Patients  ...  ...  

...  2408 

3803 

Day  Nursery. — 

(a) 

Number  of  attendances: — 

1944 

1945 

Day  Wartime  Day  Wartime 

Nursery  Section 

Nursery  Section 

(1)  Under  1 year  ...  3509  

3110 

— 

(2)  Over  1 year  ...  2428  6020 

1871  5103 

Total  11,957 

10,084 

(b) 

Total  Charges  (Day  Nursery) 

£235 

5 9 

Total  Charges  (Wartime  Section)  ... 

£268 

8 6 

(°) 

Receipts  (Day  Nursery) 

£235 

5 9 

Receipts  (Wartime  Section) 

£268 

4 6 

During  the  year  one  child  was  resident  day  and  night 

in  the 

Nursery  over  a period  of  nine  days. 

On  31st  December,  1945,  the  Wartime  Nursery,  accommo- 
dating 30  children,  in  the  Annexe,  St.  John’s  Church  Hall,  Alloa, 
which  had  been  in  operation  since  12th  October,  1942,  was  closed. 
I should  like  to  thank  the  Church  Vestry  for  their  help  and 
co-operation. 


11 


Food  and  Milk— 

(1) 

Dried  Milk  and  other  Milk  Substitutes — 

Total  Quantity 
Supplied 

Cow  and  Gate  ... 

23191bs. 

Ostermilk 

18011bs. 

Trufood  

23021bs. 

(2) 

Other  Food  Preparations — 

Malt  and  Oil  

8731bs. 

Virol  

13921bs. 

(2) 

Total  Cost  to  Local  Authority : (1) 

£696  18  2 

(2)  ... 

£197  5 1 
£894  3 3 

Amount  recovered  by  Local  Authority  ... 

£932  1 3 

Net  Profit 

£37  18  0 

Maternity  Hospital — 

Under  the  provision  of  the  Maternity  Scheme  forty-five 
maternity  cases  were  treated  in  Stirling  Eoyal  Infirmary  Maternity 
Centre  for  the  following  conditions: — 


Aneurism  of  Splenic  Artery 1 

Malpresentation  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

Toxaemia  of  Pregnancy  8 

Ante-Partum  Haemorrhage  ...  4 

Post-Partum  Haemorrhage  ...  ...  ...  5 

Delayed  Labour  ...  ...  3 

Tuberculosis  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Caesarian  Section  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Pyelitis  ...  2 

Threatened  Abortion 1 

Heart  Conditions  ...  ...  2 

Unsuitable  Housing  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

Other  causes  ...  3 


45 

Home  Helps 

An  effort  made  to  recruit  women  to  act  as  home  helps  was 
unsuccessful. 

Educational 

Talks  and  demonstrations  were  given  at  Child  Welfare  Clinics. 
The  Health  Visitors  also  gave  advice  when  visiting  the  homes. 
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SCHOOL  HEALTH  SERVICES 


STATISTICS  FOR  YEAR  ENDING  31st  JULY,  1945 


(a) 

Number  of  Schools  ... 

19 

(b) 

Number  of  children  on  Register  and  in  average 
attendance.  The  accompanying  Table  gives 

particulars. 

SCHOOL 

Average  No. 
on  roll. 

Average  No. 
in  attendance. 

Percentage  of 
Attendance. 

PRIMARY 

Alloa  Academy  E.D.  

181.6 

163.1 

89.9 

Alva  Academy  E.D 

396.58 

353.5 

89!  14 

Clackmannan  

330.2 

293.9 

89.0 

Coalsnaughton  

155.6 

146.8 

94.34 

Dollar  Public  

100.9 

88.6 

87.8 

Fishcross  

157.7 

145.7 

92.8 

Forestmill  

23.0 

21.32 

92.7 

Menstrie  

133.5 

119.3 

89.4 

Park  

445.74 

400.77 

89.9 

Sauehie  

387.4 

349.3 

90.2 

South  

178.2 

159.48 

89.4 

Sunnyside  

433.4 

398.2 

91.8 

Tillicoultry  ...  

497.1 

453.4 

91.2 

Tullibody  

162.9 

147.1 

90.3 

Alloa  Episcopal  

153.0 

143.2 

93.6 

Alloa  (Town)  St.  Mungo’s 

304.72 

267.34 

87.7 

SECONDARY 

Alloa  Academy  

349.1 

324.1 

92.9 

Alva  Academy 

178.44 

165.06 

92.5 

1 

Alloa  Technical  and  Commercial 

286.53 

262.63 

91.65 

Special  

13.3 

10.598 

79.7 

4,868.91 

4,413.398 

90.6 

Number  of  Visits  to  Schools  for  Systematic  Examina- 
tions by  Medical  Officers ...  ...  ...  92 

Number  of  Special  Visits  to  Schools  by  the  Medical 

Officer  ...  88 

Number  of  Clinics  attended  by  Medical  Officers  ...  Ill 
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1.  Provision  of  Mid-day  Meals. 

The  scheme  described  in  the  last  report  was  continued 
throughout  the  year,  two  course  dinners  being  provided 
from  the  Central  Cooking  Depot  at  a charge  to  pupils  of  5d 
per  day.  The  numbers  of  pupils  taking  meals  fluctuated 
from  1168  to  1411. 

2.  Supply  of  Boots,  Clothing,  Etc. 

During  the  year  30  children  were  supplied  with  boots 
and/or  clothing  through  the  Joint  Committees  of  the 
Education  Committee.  Public  Assistance  Committees  and 
School  Management  Committees.  Other  children  were 
supplied  with  boots  through  special  funds  which  exist  in 
Alloa  and  Dollar. 

3.  Milk  Marketing  Board  Scheme. 

This  scheme  has  operated  the  whole  session.  The 
number  of  children  participating  has  varied  from  2900  to 
3409.  All  schools  under  the  Committee  take  part  in  the 
scheme. 

4.  Extra  Nourishment. 

No  children  were  recommended  by  the  Medical  Officer 
for  extra  nourishment. 

Sanitary  Condition  of  Schools. 

FIshoross  School. — Room  used  as  air  raid  shelter 
re-converted  for  class  room  use. 

Dining  Huts. — Arrangements  made  for  provision  of  dining 
huts  at  Coalsnaughton,  Clackmannan  and  Dollar  Public 
Schools. 

Dental  Clinic  in  Alloa. — Accommodation  and  equipment 
provided. 

Tillicoultry. — Preliminary  arrangements  made  for  the 
reservation  of  a site  for  school  purposes  at  proposed  new 
housing  scheme. 

Branch  Library,  Alva. — New  accommodation  obtained  and 
converted  for  library  purposes. 

Air  Raid  Shelters. — The  question  of  conversion  of  air  raid 
shelters  to  make  them  suitable  for  other  purposes  is  under 
consideration. 

B.  and  C. — Number  of  Individual  children  inspected  at 
systematic  examinations  who  were  notified  to  parents  as 
requiring  treatment  (excluding  uncleanliness  and  dental 


caries) . 

Entrants  ...  ...  ...  ...  47 

Second  Age  Group  ...  ...  ...  50 

Third  Age  Group  50 

Secondary  Age  Group  ...  ...  2 

Other  Systematic  Examinations  ...  8 
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B.  School  Nurses. 

The  following  shows  the  work  of  the  nurses  during  the 
year,  exclusive  of  their  work  at  the  various  Clinics  which  is 


dealt  with  in  a later  Section: — 

Number  of  Visits  to  Schools  with  Medical  Officer  ...  92 

Number  of  other  Visits  to  Schools 386 

Number  of  Visits  to  Homes  ...  ...  ...  ...  365 

Number  of  Examinations  of  children  in  School  ...  7862 


F.  Presence  of  Parents. 

The  number  of  parents  present  at  the  routine  examin- 
ations was  509  for  the  1466  children  examined  or  34.71  per 
cent,  compared  with  29.94  per  cent  last  year.  The  following 
figures  give  the  percentage  of  children  accompanied  by  their 
parents  in  the  different  age-groups:— 


Age  5 ... 

...  66.98  per  cent. 

Age  9 ... 

...  25.73  per  cent. 

Age  13 

5.50  per  cent. 

Age  16  ... 

0.00  per  cent. 

A.  Total  Number  of  Children  Examined, 

Systematic  Other  Systematic 

Examinations  Examinations 

(a)  Entrants  (aged  about  5) 


Boys  

290 

18 

Girls  ... 

252 

29 

Born  in  Year  1935 
(Aged  Nine  +) 

Boys  

238 

5 

Girls  ... 

240 

7 

Bom  in  Year  1931 
(Aged  Thirteen  +) 

Boys  

212 

7 

Girls  ... 

206 

5 

Born  in  Year  1928 
(Aged  Sixteen  +) 

Boys  

18 

— 

Girls  

10 

1466 

71 

• 

— 

1537 

Cases  specially  presented 

373 

Be-examinations 

339 

Total  . . . 

2249 

The  total  number  examined  last  year  was  2569. 

The  above  figures  do  not  include  classes  of  children 
examined  for  infectious  or  contagious  diseases.  They 
include  “Specials”  sent  to  Alloa  Inspection  Clinic, 
particulars  of  which  will  be  found  in  a later  Section. 


Ui  ^uiiuinuno  1WU11U  ai  ujsicmauL  JITICUIUII  lllspeCllOllS 

Number  and  Percentage  of  Children  Affected  in  Each  Age- Group. 


15 


STATISTICS  OF  CONDITIONS  FOUND  AT  SYSTEMATIC  MEDICAL  INSPECTIONS  (Continued) 
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STATISTICS  OF  CONDITIONS  FOUND  AT  SYSTEMATIC  MEDICAL  INSPECTIONS  (Continued) 


STATISTICS  OF  CONDITIONS  FOUND  AT  SYSTEMATIC  MEDICAL  INSPECTIONS  (Continued) 
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STATISTICS  OF  CONDITIONS  FOUND  AT  SYSTEMATIC  MEDICAL  INSPECTIONS  (Continued) 


20 


STATISTICS  OF  CONDITIONS  FOUND  AT  SYSTEMATIC  MEDICAL  INSPECTIONS  (Continued) 
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17.  CLASSIFICATION. 

, I.  Children  free  from  defects,  | 

II.  Children  (otherwise  free 
from  defects)  who  suffer 
from — 

(a)  Defective  vision  not 

worse  than  6/12  in  the 
better  eye  with  or  with- 
out glasses , 

(b)  Conditions  of  the 

mouth  and  teeth  re- 
quiring treatment, 

(c)  Both  (a)  and  (b) 

Total,  ... 

III.  Children  suffering  from  ail- 
ments (other  than  those 
mentioned  in  II.)  from 
which  complete  recovery  is 
anticipated  within  a few 
weeks,  

IV.  Children  suffering  from  (or 
suspected  to  be  suffering 
from)  defect  less  remediable 
than  defects  specified  in  II. 
or  III.  distinguishing  cases — 

(a)  Where  complete  cure  or 

restoration  of  function 
(in  the  case  of  eye  de- 
fect, full  correction)  is 
considered  possible;  ... 

(b)  Where  improvement  only 

is  considered  possible, 
e.g.  without  complete 
restoration  of  function 

Total,  ... 

Total  number  of  children 
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F.  Average  Heights  and  Weights 


AGE  GROUP. 

5 

9 

13 

16 

Boys— 

Average  Age  in  Years  

Number  Examined  

Heights  in  Inches 

Weights  in  lbs 

5fV 
290 
42'3 
42 '4 

9fV 

238 

51-9 

651 

13tV 

212 

59-2 

92V 

16tt 

18 

673 

1326 

Girls — 

Average  Age  in  Years  

Number  Examined  

Heights  in  Inches 

Weights  in  lbs 

252 

421 

40'7 

9tV 

240 

51-4 

62-9 

13fr 

206 

60-0 

983 

16& 

10 

631 

118-0 

Special  Classes. 

Class  for  dull  and  backward  and  mentally  defective  children 
in  Alloa: — 

On  roll  at  beginning  of  year  .. . 10  Boys  3 Girls  Total  13 
On  roll  at  end  of  year  ...  9 Boys  3 Girls  Total  12 

At  31st  July,  1945 : — 

In  Larbert  Institution  5 Children 

In  Royal  Blind  Asylum,  Edinburgh  1 Child 

1 Trainee  over  16  years 

St.  Vincent  School  for  Blind,  Glasgow  ...  1 Child 

1 Trainee  over  16  year* 
Donaldson’s  Hospital,  Edinburgh,  2 Trainees  over  16  yeans 

Various  Approved  Schools  22  Children 

13  Trainees  over  16  years 
The  Orphan  Homes  of  Scotland,  Bridge-of-Weir  4 Children 
Smyllum  Orphanage,  Lanark  ...  1 Child 
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Medical  Treatment. 

A.  Minor  Ailments. 
Alloa  Inspection  Clinic. 


No.  of 

No.  of 

Cases 

Cases 

CONDITIONS 

exclud- 

not ex- 

Total 

ed  from 

cluded 

School 

from 

School 

Impetigo  ... 

31 

13 

44 

Scabies 

30 

25 

55 

Favus  and  Ringworm 

1 

1 

2 

Other  Skin  Affections 

5 

10 

15 

Verminous  Cases 

1 

1 

Infectious  Diseases  ... 

9 

2 

11 

Affections  of  Throat 

2 

8 

10 

„ „ Glands 

1 

6 

7 

„ Eyes  j 

[Conjunctivitis  ... 

1 

3 

4 

[Blepharitis 

2 

7 

9 

„ ,,  Otorrhoea 

4 

4 

„ Heart  and  Anaemia 

5 

11 

16 

1 

„ „ Lungs  - 

[ Bronchitis 
Tuberculosis 
Suspected  T.B. 
[Others 

5 

9 

14 

„ „ Nervous  I 

Chorea 

System  \ 

.Epilepsy 

„ „ Non-  1 

Pulmonary  - 
T.B. 

[Bowels 
1 Glands 
Bones 
[.Skin 

Other  Conditions 

17 

62 

79 

Total 

109 

162 

271 

Re-Examinations  ... 

53 

10 

63 

Total  Atendances 

162 

172 

334 
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TREATMENT  CLINICS. 


Conditions  Treated. 


Ear 

Affec- 

tions 

Eye 

Affec- 

tions 

Skin 

Affections 

i 

£ 

PARTICULARS  OF  CLINIC. 

Ring- 

worm 

& 

Favus 

Other 

Con’s 

Othei 

Conditi 

1 Total 

ALLOA 

No.  of  Cases 

67 

193 

6 

429 

1185 

1880 

( No.  of  Attendances 

234 

437 

11 

1576 

3431 

5689 

ALVA 

No.  of  Cases 

25 

28 

0 

41 

525 

619 

1 

1 No.  of  Attendances 

74 

74 

0 

166 

1529 

1843 

TILLI- 

r  No.  of  Cases 

10 

15 

0 

29 

383 

437 

COULTRY  ; 

[ No.  of  Attendances 

17 

0 

63 

998 

1096 

CLACK- 

No. of  Cases 

18 

— - 
62 

143 

937 

1161 

MANNAN 

No.  of  Attendances 

36 

100 

1 

241 

1337 

1715 

MENSTRIE 

f No.  of  Cases 

16 

8 

0 

14 

301 

339 

No.  of  Attendances 

73 

21 

0 

49 

793 

936 

DOLLAR  \ 

f No.  of  Cases 

3 

6 

0 

5 

142 

156 

1 

[ No.  of  Attendances 

3 

6 

0 

5 

188 

202 

SAUOHIE  \ 

^ No.  of  Cases 

7 

6 

0 

51 

132 

196 

1 

[ No.  of  Attendances 

18 

11 

0 

171 

304 

504 

Total  Cases 

146 

318 

7 

712 

3605 

4788 

Total  Attendances  

455 

667 

12 

2271 

8580 

11985 

B.  Defective  Vision. 

Non- 

Necessitous  Necessitous  Re-Exams.  Total 

Cases  treated  during  the  year  ...  3 126  17  146 
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C.  Defective  Teeth. 

Mr  Buchan,  County  Dental  Officer,  reports  on  the  working  of 
the  Dental  Scheme  in  the  County  of  Clackmannan  for  the  year 
ending  31st  July,  1945: — 

The  analysis  of  Inspection  and  Treatment  is  as  follows : — 

Inspection. 

Routine  Inspection  in  Schools : — 

Number  examined  ... 

Number  not  requiring  treatment 
Number  requiring  treatment 
Number  selected  for  fillings 
Number  selected  for  extractions  . 

Number  selected  for  both  ... 

Number  selected  for  scaling 
Number  accepting  treatment 


3123 

919=29.5% 
2204  = 70.5% 
642 
1222 
337 
3 

1186  = 53.6% 


Special  and  Emergency  Cases : — 


Schools 

Hospital 

Cases 

(T.B.) 

M.  and  C.W. 

Number  Examined  

84 

6 

3 ! 

Number  Requiring  Treatment 

83 

6 

2 

Number  Accepting  Treatment 

83 

6 

2 

Age  Group  Table : — 


Age 

Group 

Routine 

Special 

and  Emergency  Cases 

Schools 

Schools 

Hospital 

Cases 

(T.B.) 

M.  and  C.W. 

2 

i ; 

3 

4 

2 

5 

437 

i 

6 

485 

10 

7 

493 

9 

8 

154 

10 

9 

479 

8 

10 

95 

4 

11 

495 

7 

12 

123 

7 

13 

343 

13 

14 

18 

r 

15 

1 

16 

”i 

17 

2 

Adults 

5 

Total 

3,123 

84 

6 

3 
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Treatment. 

Total  number  of  cases  treated 
Total  number  of  fillings  inserted  ... 
Total  number  of  extractions  ... 

Total  number  of  artificial  crowns  ... 

Analysis : — 


1298 

1495 

2417 

1 


Nature  of  Work  Done. 

Soutine 

Special  am 

1 Emergency  Cases. 

Schools 

Schools 

Hospital 

T.B. 

Total 

Visits  to  Schools  and  Hospitals 

29 

2 

31 

Appointments  Made 

2940 

170 

5 

3 

3118 

Appointments  Kept 

2509 

158 

5 

3 

2675-85-8% 

Appointments  Broken 

431 

12 

443 

No.  of  New  Patients 

1208 

84 

"4 

2 

1298 

No.  of  Former  Patients  

1301 

74 

1 

1 

1377 

No.  of  Amalgum  Fills  : — 

Temp.  Teeth 

5 

5 

Perm.  Teeth 

31 

31 

No.  of  Compound  Fills  : — 

Temp.  Teeth 

134 

2 

136 

Perm.  Teeth 

1089 

12 

"9 

1110 

No.  of  Synthetic  or  Cement  Fills  : 

Temp.  Teeth 

76 

2 

78 

Perm.  Teeth 

123 

12 

135 

No.  of  Extractions  : — 

Temp.  Teeth 

1855 

90 

5 

1950 

Perm.  Teeth 

428 

39 

467 

No.  of  Dressings  : — 

Perm.  Teeth 

30 

30 

No.  of  Scalings  

10 

3 

13 

No.  of  Root  Treatments  

1 

1 

No.  of  Temp.  Fillings  : — 

Perm.  Teeth 

25 

25 

No.  of  Cases  with  Treatment 

Completed 

1075 

3 

2 

1080 

Comparison  with  last  year’s  report  shows  that  cases  not 
requiring  treatment  have  increased  by  3.5  per  cent.,  that  the  rate  of 
acceptance  has  increased  by  10  per  cent,  and  appointments  kept  by 
approximately  2 per  cent. 

In  the  various  schools  inspected  the  acceptance  rate  ranges  from 
32  per  cent,  to  81  per  cent,  compared  with  20  per  cent,  to  60  per 
cent,  last  year. 

Commencing  this  year  it  is  proposed  to  inspect  all  school 
children  up  to  fourteen  years  of  age,  together  with  those  over  four- 
teen who  have  been  treated  previously ; this  I estimate  will  take 
approximately  twenty  months  at  the  present  rate  of  acceptance. 
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The  proportion  of  fillings  to  extractions  done  is  high  and  can  be 
accounted  for  by  the  high  percentage  of  cases  completing  their  treat- 
ment. This  is  very  gratifying,  and  I feel  that  the  stress  put  upon 
the  advantages  of  early  treatment  of  dental  decay  during  talks  to 
pupils  at  inspections  is  bearing  fruit. 

The  arrangement  for  having  three  treatment  centres  to  cover 
the  County  is  proving  satisfactory,  as  will  be  seen  from  the 
percentage  of  attendance. 

During  the  year  a large  number  of  children  presenting  them- 
selves for  treatment  showed  varying  degrees  of  irregularity  and 
overcrowding  of  the  teeth.  This  condition  appears  to  be  fairly 
prevalent  and  calls  for  comment. 

More  parents  are  accompanying  their  children  to  the  clinics, 
and  showing  an  increasing  interest  in  the  condition  and  treatment 
of  their  teeth.  A number  have  expressed  the  desire  to  have  children 
of  pre-school  age  inspected  and  treated.  In  my  opinion  a scheme 
to  include  such  children,  and  also  maternity  cases,  would  greatly 
benefit  the  dental  health  of  the  community. 

All  the  new  equipment  ordered  for  the  various  clinics  has  been 
installed  with  the  exception  of  the  Unit,  early  delivery  of  which  has 
been  promised. 

I again  extend  my  thanks  to  the  Nurses,  Headmasters  -nd 
Teachers  for  their  willing  co-operation. 

Health  Propaganda. 

A Health  Week,  9th-14th  April,  was  held  in  conjunction  with 
the  Scottish  Council  for  Health  Education.  Lunch-time  talks  and 
film  shows  were  given  at  five  factories.  In  the  afternoons  talks  were 
given  to  mothers  and  appropriate  films  shown.  In  the  evenings 
there  were  talks,  brain  trusts  and  film  shows. 

During  the  Week  the  school  children  were  on  holiday  but  essays 
on  health  topics  were  obtained  before  schools  closed.  The  best 
essays  and  health  slogans  from  the  general  public  were  read  at  the 
evening  meetings,  the  winners  receiving  prizes  kindly  donated  by 
many  friends  interested  in  public  health. 

Although  attendances  were  rather  small,  audiences  were  most 
appreciative  and  many  questions  were  asked.  Four  hundred  and 
sixty-three  attended  at  the  factories,  one  hundred  and  thirty-one  at 
afternoon  functions  and  four  hundred  and  ten  in  the  evenings,  a 
total  of  one  thousand  and  four. 
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The  ideal  place  to  give  health  instruction  is  in  the  home  and 
the  part  played  by  the  Health  Visitor  in  this  respect  is  of  paramount 
importance.  A fertile  field  is  the  school.  Teachers  are  becoming 
more  interested  in  teaching  hygiene  and  it  was  apparent  from  read- 
ing the  school  essays  that  their  efforts  are  being  largely  rewarded. 
The  short  health  flashes  in  the  picture  theatres  and  the  showing  of 
health  films  during  the  factory  lunch  hour  are  also  useful  methods 
of  health  propaganda. 

During  the  year  various  health  talks  were  given  by  the  Health 
Visitors,  Dental  Officer,  Sanitary  Inspector  and  Medical  Officer  of 
Health  to  local  organisations  interested. 

The  importance  of  Health  Propaganda  cannot  be  over-stressed 
for  it  is  a disappointing  fact  that  many  still  disregard  the  elementary 
rules  of  personal  hygiene  and  consider  that  one  bath  weekly 
is  sufficient.  It  is  also  a sad  reflection  on  the  masses  that  the 
Scottish  Council  for  Health  Education  has  found  it  necessary  to 
print  a card  with  ‘ ‘ Now  wash  your  hands  ” to  be  affixed  to  the  doors 
of  toilets.  . Apart  from  aesthetic  considerations  the  liberal  use  of 
soap,  water  and  fresh  air  is  still  our  best  defence  against  infections. 


INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 


The  total  number  of  cases  of  infectious  disease  including 
Tuberculosis  notified  was  267.  Cases  occurring  in  H.M.  Forces 
are  not  included  and  in  some  the  original  diagnosis  is  revised.  This 
figure  shows  a decrease  of  31  on  the  total  for  1944  and  may  be 
compared  with  329  in  1943;  272  in  1942;  298  in  1941;  and  358 
in  1940. 

Table  II.  of  Appendix  gives  details  of  the  cases  notified. 

Cerebro-Spinal  Fever. — One  case  was  notified.  There  were  no 

deaths. 

Diphtheria.  — During  the  yea?  24  cases  of  diphtheria  were 
notified,  a decrease  of  31  on  last  year’s  figure.  All  cases  were 
removed  to  hospital.  There  was  one  death. 

Immunisation. — During  the  year  Clinics  were  held  throughout 
the  County  and  110  school  children  and  426  pre-school  children  were 
immunised  against  the  disease.  Two  hundred  and  seventy  school 
children  received  re-inforcing  doses. 
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A REVIEW  OF  THE  INCIDENCE  OF  DIPHTHERIA 

The  County  is  geographically  small  and  compact  with 
a population  of  some  32,000.  There  is  a considerable 
industrial  and  mining  element  in  this  population  and  just  under  70 
per  cent,  of  the  people  live  in  towns,  the  largest  being  Alloa  with  a 
population  of  13,000.  These  are  important  points  in  considering 
the  behaviour  and  control  of  a spray  borne  disease  like  Diphtheria. 

Numbers  Immunised. 

The  initial  campaign  commenced  on  10th  February  and 
concluded  on  13th  June,  1941.  Altogether  91  immunisation  sessions 
were  held,  the  majority  being  carried  out  by  general  practitioners 
with  the  aid  of  health  visitors  and  members  of  the  Women's  Volun- 
tary Services.  The  response,  aided  by  the  personal  interest  of  head- 
masters and  teachers,  was  gratifying.  The  total  numbers  of  pre- 
school (9  months  to  5 years)  and  school  children  in  the  County 
were  respectively  2100  and  5500.  Including  the  relatively  small 
number  done  privately,  77  per  cent.  (1624)  of  pre-school  children 
and  95  per  cent.  (5207)  of  school  children  were  protected.  An 
average  of  128  single  injections  was  given  at  each  session,  0.2  c.c.’s 
A . P . T. being  given  for  first  inj ections  and  0. 5c . c . ’s  f or  second  inj ections . 
The  cost  of  apparatus,  cards,  leaflets,  etc.,  advertising  and  doctors’ 
fees  worked  out  at  ninepence  per  case  immunised.  Approximately 
7 per  cent,  of  the  children  immunised  gave  local  reactions  of  varying 
degree  of  severity,  but  this  did  not  interfere  with  the  success  of  the 
campaign. 

In  1944  a re-inforcing  dose  of  0.5  c.c.’s  A.P.T.  was  given  to 
3729  school  children. 

After  1941  the  numbers  of  pre-school  children  immunised  each 
year  declined  as  follows: — 1942,  423;  1943,  237;  1944,  183,  but  in 
1945  there  was  an  increase  again  to  426.  Most  of  these  cases 
received  0.5  c.c.’s  A.P.T.  each  time  and  this  dosage  is  now  given  to 
all  pre-school  children  with  little  or  no  upset  to  them.  This 
improvement  in  the  situation  coincided  with  an  increase  in  the  num- 
ber of  health  visitors  from  three  to  five  and  the  establishment  of 
regular  clinics  held  once  per  month  in  five  convenient  centres  in  the 
County.  The  influence  of  health  visitors  and  district  nurses  is,  in 
my  view,  the  most  important  factor  in  persuading  mothers  to  attend. 

In  addition  it  is  necessary  to  visit  each  school  during  the  summer 
session  to  deal  with  entrants  missed  in  infancy  and  to  give^e-inforc- 
ing  doses  to  those  immunised  in  pre-school  years. 

Incidence  of  the  Disease. 

In  1940  the  highest  number  of  notifications  (124)  was  received 
since  1900.  On  four  previous  occasions  (1907 — 69  cases  ; 1913 — 101 
cases ; 1918 — 76  cases  ; 1928 — 103  cases)  in  this  century  when  there 
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was  a relative  increase  in  the  number  of  notifications  in  one  year  the 
succeeding  year  showed  a marked  fall  but  this  did  not  occur  in  1941, 
the  year  immunisation  was  started,  as  is  shown  in  the  following 
table:— 

No.  of  cases  of  diphtheria  1940  1941  1942  1943  1944  1945 

notified  124  121  77  83  66  57 

No.  of  cases  actually  suffering 
from  diphtheria  101  107  60  50  44  24 

The  number  of  deaths  from  diphtheria  in  each  five  yearly  period 
since  1901  is  given.  No  death  has  so  far  occurred  in  an  immunised 
child  and  there  has  been  an  appreciable  fall  in  the  number  of  deaths 
since  immunisation  commenced. 

No.  of 

deaths  from  1901-05  06-10  11-15  16-20  21-25  26-30  31-35  36-40  41-45 

diphtheria  24  28  13  16  9 12  15  6 2 


The  percentages  of  cases  occurring  in  immunised  and  in  non- 
immunised  children  and  adolescents  in  each  age  group  are  contrasted 


in  the  following  table: — 

Age 

Groups 

Percentage  of  those  immunised 

0-5 

6-10 

11-15 

16-18 

0-18 

who  subsequently  developed 
diphtheria  

0.4 

1.4 

1.0 

0.5 

0.9 

Percentage  of  those  not  im- 

munised who  developed 
diphtheria  

1.9 

8.7 

3.6 

8.5 

3.7 

Of  those  up  to  the  age  of  18  years  who  had  previously  been 
immunised  0.9  per  cent,  subsequently  developed  diphtheria,  while 
of  those  not  immunised  3.7  per  cent,  developed  the  disease. 

Clinical  Findings. 


Clinical  notes  were  kept  by  the  Medical  Superintendent  of  the 
Infectious  Diseases  Hospital  on  each  case  admitted.  Generally 
speaking  it  was  felt  that  the  disease  was  less  severe  in  the  immunised 
child  although  the  average  in-patient  days  for  the  immunised  group 
was  47  as  against  46  for  the  corresponding  non-immunised  group. 
The  average  dose  of  serum  for  each  group  was  42,000  units. 

Bacteriological  Findings. 


On  admission,  53  per  cent,  of  the  immunised  cases  and  61  per 
cent,  of  the  non-immunised  cases  gave  positive  throat  swabs. 

The  type  of  organism  based  on  colony  characters  was  investi- 
gated at  the  Bacteriological  Department,  Edinburgh  University, 
from  1st  April,  1943,  to  31st  March,  1944,  with  the  following 
result: — 

No.  of  Strains  “ Gravis  ” “ Intermedius  ” “ Mitis  ” 

53  13.2%  86.8%  
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Professor  Mackie  remarks:—"  These  figures  differ  significantly 
from  those  m neighbouring  areas.  For  example,  for  the  whole  of 
Stirlingshire  including  burghs,  ohe  percentage  of  “ Gravis  ’’  strains 
was  77.2.  " Intermedius  ” 21.7,  and  “ Mitis  ’’  1.1.  In  Edinburgh 
Gravis  ’’  showed  an  81  per  cent,  prevalence,  “ Intermedius  ” 13 
per  cent.,  and  “ Mitis  ” 5 per  cent.  The  difference  between  Clack- 
mannanshire and  Stirlingshire  and  Edinburgh  is  not  apparently 
dependent,  on  the  difference  between  rural  and  urban  areas  because 
East  Lothian  and  Roxburghshire  show  a fairly  similar  prevalence  of 
the  “ Gravis  ’’  type  to  that  in  Edinburgh.” 

In  1945,  however,  the  undernoted  figures  show  a preponderance 
of  the  “ Gravis  ” strain. 

No.  of  Strains  “ Gravis  ” “ Intermedius  ” “ Mitis  ” 

21  66.7%  23.8%  9.5% 

Summary, 

(1)  The  experience  in  a smali  compact  thickly  populated 
County  is  briefly  described. 

(2)  The  numbers  immunised  and  the  incidence  of  Diphtheria 
in  the  County  have  been  considered. 

(3)  For  every  one  case  of  Diphtheria  occurring  in  the 
immunised  group,  four  contracted  the  disease  in  the  non-immunised 
group. 

(4)  The  smallest  number  of  deaths  in  any  five  year  period  since 
1900  is  recorded  during  the  five  years  of  immunisation  and  no 
immunised  child  has  died  from  the  disease. 

(5)  The  non-immunised  cases  gave  a slightly  increased 
number  of  positive  throat  swabs  on  admission  and  the  organism 
appears  to  be  changing  from  the  “ Intermedius  ” to  the  “ Gravis  ” 
strain. 

Dysentery. — Thirty-two  cases  of  this  disease  were  notified. 

Erysipelas. — There  were  4 cases  of  which  one  was  removed  to 
hospital. 

Pneumonia. — All  forms  of  this  disease  accounted  for  99  cases 
or  37.07  per  cent,  of  notifications  and  86  of  those  affetced  were 
treated  in  hospital.  There  were  15  deaths. 

Puerperal  Infection. — Four  cases  were  notified  and  were 
removed  to  hospital.  One  died. 

Scarlet  Fever. — There  were  57  cases  notified,  compared  with  50 
in  1944  and  all  were  removed  to  hospital. 
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TUBERCULOSIS. 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis. — At  the  end  of  the  year  116  persons 
resident  in  the  County  were  known  to  be  suffering  from  pulmonary 
tuberculosis.  The  number  of  eases  notified,  4 of  whom  were  in  the 
Services  (3  male  and  1 female)  was  30  compared  with  44  in  1944. 


The  cases  notified  were  in  the  following  age  groups: — 


Age  group 

Underl 

5 

5 and 
under 

10  and 
under 
15 

15  and 
under 
25 

25  and 
under 
35 

35  and 
under 
45 

45  and 
under 
65 

[65  and 
1 up- 
1 wards 

Total 

Males  . . . 

1 

1 

2 

3 

4 

1 

12 

Females ... 

2 

2 

5 

5 

1 

2 

1 

18 

A diagnosis  of  pulmonary  tuberculosis  was  confirmed  in  all 

rases. 

The  occupations  at  the  time  of  notification  were  as  follows : — 


Male 

Female 

Toolmaker  

l 

Housewife  

5 

Engineer  

l 

Factory  Worker  ... 

4 

Pithead  Worker  ... 

l 

Shop  Assistant 

1 

Pig  Farmer  

l 

Fitter 

1 

Coal  Carrier 

l 

Grocer 

1 

Gardener  

l 

Schoolgirl  

3 

Brewery  Worker  ... 

l 

Pre-School  

2 

Retired  

l 

H.M.  Forces 

1 

H.M.  Forces 

3 

— 

Schoolboy  

1 

18 

12 

Non-Pulmonaj*y  Tuberculosis. 

— The  number  of  cases 

notified 

was  17,  6 males,  11  females. 


The  diagnosis  was  confirmed  in  all  the  cases. 
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The  cases  notified  were  as  follows: — 


Age-group 

Under 

5 

5 and 
under 
10 

10  and 
under 
15 

15  and 
under 
25 

25  and 
under 
35 

35  and 
under 
45 

45  and 
under 
65 

65  and 
up- 
wards 

Total 

Males 

i 

2 

1 

1 

1 

6 

Females  ... 

i 

2 

3 

2 

2 

1 

11 

Of  the  total  notifications,  tuberculosis  of  superficial  glands 
accounted  for  6,  abdominal  2,  bones  and  joints  6,  and  other  parts  3. 

There  are  111  persons  in  the  County  known  to  be  suffering  from 
Non-pulmonary  Tuberculosis  as  shown  in  the  following  table : — 


Lesion 

Age-group 

Under 

5 

5 and 
under 
10 

10  and 
under 
15 

15  and 
under 
25 

25  and 
under 
35 

35  and 
under 
45 

45  and 
under 
65 

65  and 

up- 

wards 

Total 

Abdom-  Males ... 
inal. 

Females 

1 

1 

2 

4 

1 

1 

3 

2 

7 

Males  ... 

Spine. 

Females 

1 

1 

3 

2 

7 

1 

1 

2 

3 

1 

8 

Bones  and 
Joints  (ex-  Males ... 
elusive  of 
Spine).  Females 

1 

2 

3 

4 

1 

1 

i 

13 

1 

2 

2 

5 

Superficial  Males  ... 
Glands. 

Females 

2 

8 

8 

3 

3 

i 

25 

10 

7 

4 

9 

1 

3 

34 

Males  ... 

Lupus. 

Females 

3 

3 

Other  parts  Males ... 
or  Organs. 

F emales 

1 

12 

1 

2 

5 

Total ... 

5 

26 

23 

22 

20 

3 

8 

4 

111 
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Treatment. — The  number  of  cases  which  received  institutional 
treatment  for  pulmonary  and  non-pulmonary  tuberculosis  is  shown 
in  the  following  table.  A few  of  the  cases  received  treatment  in 
more  than  one  institution. 


Ochil  Hills  Sana- 
torium (for  pul- 
monary cases) 

County  I.  D. 
Hospital  Annexe 
(for  pulmonary  & 
non-pul.  cases) 

Princess  Margaret 
Rose  Hospital  (for 
non-pul.  cases) 

Bannockburn  I.D. 
Hospital  (for  non- 
pulmonary  cases). 

Stirling  Royal  In- 
firmary (for  non- 
pulmonary  cases). 

1 

County  Accident 
Hospital  (for  non- 
pulmonary  cases) 

02 

S' 

w 

In  Institutions  on 
1st  January,  1945 

- 

8 

2 

1 

... 

Admitted  during 
year  

5 1 

18 

i 

2 

12 

2 

9 

1 

Discharged  during 
the  year  

7 i 

13 

2 

12 

... 

7 

Died  in  Institu- 
tions   

3 

3 

1 - 

... 

1 

!— 

Remaining  at  31st 
December,  1945 ... 

7 

10 

3 

i 

2 

1 

, 

In  his  capacity  as  Tuberculosis  Officer,  the  Medical  Officer  of 
Health  had  742  attendances  of  patients  at  his  Office  compared  with 
773  attendances  last  year. 

The  District  Nurses  and  Health  Visitors  paid  339  visits  to  cases 
of  tuberculosis  made  up  as  follows  : — County  District,  204  ; Alloa,  93  ; 
Alva,  31 ; Tillicoultry,  11. 

There  were  29  cases  receiving  domiciliary  treatment  with  extra 
nourishment  continued  from  last  year  and  23  similar  cases  at  the  end 
of  this  year. 

Venereal  Diseases. 

The  returns  for  the  Stirling  Centre  for  the  year  show  that,  from 
this  County,  there  were  49  new  cases,  of  whom  30  were  found  not 
to  be  suffering  from  venereal  disease  ; 157  attendances  were  made  by 
old  and  new  patients. 

One  new  case  from  this  area  received  treatment  in  Falkirk  Royal 
Infirmary.  Three  attendances  were  made  by  old  and  new  patients. 
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The  following  table  gives  particulars  of  notifications  and  treat- 
ments since  1937. 


Year 

Number  of  New 

Diagnosis 

Attendances  Old 

Cases 

Confirmed 

and  New 

1937  ... 

58 

37 

1268 

1938  ... 

68 

27 

1232 

1939 

63 

29 

756 

1940 

34 

16 

360 

1941 

30 

14 

228 

1942  ... 

41 

22 

302 

1943  ... 

30 

13 

298 

1944 

64 

31 

404 

1945 

50 

20 

160 

HOSPITALS. 

The  County 

Council  is  in 

combination 

with  other  Local 

Authorities  for  the  maintenance  and  management  of  Ochil  Hills 
Sanatorium,  near  Milnathort ; Stirling  Poor  Law  Hospital  (Orchard 
House),  Stirling;  Taylorton  Smallpox  Hospital,  near  Stirling,  and 
the  V.D.  Centres  at  Stirling  Royal  Infirmary  and  Falkirk  Royal 
Infirmary. 

Clackmannan  County  Infectious  Diseases  Hospital.  — The 

following  statement  shows  details  of  the  work  of  the  Hospital  during 
the  year  (exclusive  of  cases  of  tuberculosis  treated  in  the 
Tuberculosis  Pavilion) . 

Admissions  during  the  year  numbered  270  as  compared  with 
270  in  1944. 


The  f’ases  admitted,  including  observation  cases,  were  as 
follows : — Diphtheria,  57 ; Dysentery,  25  ; Erysipelas,  2 ; Malaria,  1 ; 
Influenza,  1 ; Acute  Influenzal  Pneumonia,  5 ; Acute  Primary 
Pneumonia,  56 ; Pneumonia  (not  otherwise  notifiable) , 1 ; Puerperal 
Fever,  1 ; Puerperal  Pyrexia,  3 ; Scarlet  Fever,  59  Enteritis,  2 ; 
Pleurisy,  1 ; Whooping  Cough,  2 ; Broncho-Pneumonia,  29 ; 
Meningitis,  11 ; Empyema,  1 ; Castro-Enteritis,  6 ; Typhoid  Fever,  1 ; 
Laryngeal  Croup,  6, 


« 
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After  further  investigation  in  Hospital,  the  diagnosis  in  some  of 
the  cases  admitted  was  amended  as  shown  in  the  following  table : — 


Original  Diagnosis. 

Revised  Diagnosis. 

No.  Cases. 

Diphtheria 

Tonsillitis 

31 

Diphtheria 

Erythema  Nodosum 

1 

Diphtheria 

Broncho-Pneumonia 

1 

Scarlet  Fever 

Urticaria 

1 

Scarlet  Fever 

German  Measles 

1 

Meningitis 

Tonsillitis 

2 

Meningitis 

Epilepsy 

1 

Meningitis 

Influenza 

1 

Meningitis 

Intestinal  Toxaemia 

1 

Meningitis 

Teething 

1 

Meningitis 

Bronchitis 

1 

Dysentery 

Pyloric  Stenosis 

1 

Dysentery’ 

Gastro-Enteritis 

12 

Whooping  Cough 

Bronchitis 

1 

Pneumonia 

Myeloid  Leucaemia 

1 

Typhoid  Fever 

Chronic  Nephritis 

1 

The  number  of  patients  discharged  during  the  year  was  251. 

There  were  15  deaths  but  5 of  these  occurred  within  48  hours 
after  admission  to  hospital.  Four  cases  died  of  Broncho-Pneumonia ; 
2 of  Gastro-Enteritis ; 2 of  Influenzal  Pneumonia ; 2 of  Meningitis ; 
1 of  Acute  Primary  Pneumonia ; 1 of  Diphtheria  ; 1 of  Heart  Failure  ; 
1 of  Chronic  Bronchitis ; and  1 of  Whooping  Cough  with  Broncho- 
Pneumonia. 

The  average  duration  of  stay  of  patients  was  29.2  days. 

There  were  22.9  beds  occupied  on  an  average  during  the  year ; 
I the  lowest  number  occupied  (9)  was  on  11th  August,  and  the  highest 
I number  occupied  (44)  was  on  18th  November. 

There  were  four  consultations. 

Scabies. — Two  cases  of  Scabies  occurring  in  school  children  were 
I treated  as  out-patients  and  9 attendances  were  made.  The 

1|  Discharge  Block  at  the  Hospital  was  used  for  the  purpose  and  treat - 
I ment  by  benzyl  benzoate  was  employed. 

Bacteriological  Examinations. 

The  following  tabulated  statement'  of  the  bacteriological  work 
done  at  the  University  of  Edinburgh  includes  specimens  sent  for 
I examination  from  the  County  Infectious  Diseases  Hospital: — 


Swabs  from  throat,  nose  and  ear  examined 

for  B.  diptheriae. 


Positive 


B.  diptheriae : determination  of  biological 

type  and  virulence  test. 


Swabs  from  throat,  nose  and  ear  for 
haemolytic  streptococci,  Vincent’s  infection 
and  general  bacteriological  examination. 

Haemolytic 
streptococci  31 
Vincent’s 
infection  0 

Sputum,  pus*,  urine*  and  faeces*  examined 
for  B.  tuberculosis  by  the  microscopic 
method. 

31 

Cultivation  test  for  B.  tuberculosis  (sputum 
and  other  specimens)! 

1 

Animal  inoculation  for  B.  tuberculosis. 

Blood  for  Widal  reaction  (including 
B.  abortus  agglutination  test). 

Blood-clot-cultures  from  specimens 
submitted  for  Widal  reaction. 

2 

Faeces  and  urine  examined  for  organisms 
of  enteric  and  dysentery  groups. 

B.  dys.  Flexner  2 
B.  dys.  Sonne  10 
B.  Dys.  Newcastle  3 

Blood  for  Wasserman  reaction. 

7 

34 

Syphilis  flocculation  test — method  of 
Bacteriology  Department,  Edinburgh 
University. 

5 

35 

Syphilis  flocculation  test— Kahn  method. 

Vaginal,  uterine  and  urethral  swabs  and 
smears  for  gonococcus  and  general 
bacteriological  examination. 

* after  “concentration”  of  specimen, 
t negative  by  microscopic  method. 

Pleural  and  peritoneal  fluid  for  general 
bacteriological  examination  (including 
examination  for  B.  tuberculosis 
by  the  microscopic  method). 

Cerebro-spinal  fluid  for  general 
bacteriological  examination. 

Pus  for  general  bacteriological  examination. 

Water  specimens  for  bacteriological 
examination. 

6 

3 

Miscellaneous  examinations. 
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ORTHOPAEDIC  SERVICES. 

The  following  eases  were  treated  during  the  year: — 


(1)  Number  of  eases  treated  in  Fairmilehead  Hospital  ...  10 

(2)  Number  of  cases  attending  local  Massage  Clinics  ...  47 

(3)  Number  of  attendances  at  Massage  Clinics  ....  ...  2005 

(4)  Total  number  of  cases  under  observation  in  1945  ...  121 

(5)  Number  of  cases  seen  at  Specialist’s  Clinics  88 

SICK  POOR 

The  following  are  the  particulars  for  1945: — 


The  following  are  the  particulars  for  1945: — 


Males. 

Females 

Children 

Total. 

(a) 

Persons  who  received  outdoor 
medical  relief  in  the  Council’s 
area  

23 

95 

98 

216 

(b) 

Poor  persons  who  received  med- 
ical treatment  under  the  Poor 
Law  in — 

(1)  the  Council’s  institutions... 

40 

38 

1 

79 

(2)  other,  including  voluntary, 
institutions  

4 

5 

5 

14 

Totals 

67 

138 

104 

309 

DIABETES. 

During  the  year  13  patients  received  insulin  under  the  County 
Council  Scheme  at  a cost  of  £28  18s  4d.  Six  patients  refunded 
£10  8s  8d,  being  the  net  cost  of  the  insulin  supplied  to  them 
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Clackmannan  County 

LANDWARD  AREA 

(1)  Water. 


Samples  of  water  submitted  for  bacteriological  examination  gave 
the  following  results: — 


Source  of  Sample. 

No.  of  Bacteria 
per  c.c.  at 

Bacillus  Coli  Content 
per  100  c.c. 

22 » 

37°  c. 

(a)  County  Water  (treated)  taken 
at  Infectious  Diseases  Hospi- 
tal, Alloa  

140 

G7 

200 

(b)  Forestmill  Water  (untreated) 
taken  at  Forestmill  School, 
Clackmannan  

20 

3 

20 

(c)  Private  (untreated)  taken  at 
Starton  Farm,  Clackmannan  ... 

190 

(d)  Clackmannan  Water  (treated) 
taken  at  Clackmannan  School 

13 

9 

(e)  County  Water  (treated)  taken 
at  Infectious  Diseases  Hospi- 
tal, Alloa  

440 

27 

20 

(f)  County  Water  (treated)  taken 
at  Infectious  Diseases  Hospi- 
tal, Alloa  

35 

3 

1 

In  the  case  of  (c)  above  a sample  was  also  taken  for  chemical 
analysis  and  was  reported  satisfactory  and  “ quite  suitable  for  drink- 
ing and  general  domestic  purposes.” 

(2)  Vital  Statistics. 

The  number  of  births  corrected  for  transfers  was  227  (114  males 
and  113  females)  of  which  26  were  illegitimate.  There  were  5 still- 
births. 

There  were  104  marriages  registered. 

Deaths  corrected  for  transfers  numbered  132  (71  males,  61 
females) . There  were  19  deaths  of  children  under  1 year  of  age.  The 
chief  causes  of  death  were  Cancer,  17;  Cerebral  Haemorrhage,  12; 
Heart  Disease,  23  : Bronchitis,  11;  Old  Age,  5;  Other  Violence,  4; 
and  Congenital  Debility,  etc.,  12. 

(3)  Factories. 

These  premises  were  inspected  on  twenty-eight  occasions.  Two 
defects  were  found  and  remedied  by  the  occupiers  after  intimation 
from  the  Department.  In  one  case  a redistribution  of  the  sanitary 
accommodation  was  found  necessary  and  this  was  arranged  for  by 
the  occupier. 
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Burgh  of  Alloa 

(1)  Water. 

Samples  of  water  submitted  for  bacteriological  examination  gave 
the  following  results: — 


Source  of  Sample. 

No.  of  Bacteria 
per  c.c.  at 

Bacillus  Coli  Content 
per  100  c.c. 

22 » c. 

37°  c. 

(a)  Public  Health  Department, 
Alloa  (treated)  

over  500 

35 

13 

(b)  Burgh  Surveyor’s  Office, 

Alloa  (treated)  

8 

3 

(c)  Public  Health  Department, 
Alloa  (treated)  

46 

23 

1 

(d)  Burgh  Surveyor’s  Office, 

Alloa  (treated)  

16 

15 

(e)  Public  Health  Department, 
Alloa  (treated)  

11 

5 

(2)  Yital  Statistics. 

The  number  of  births  corrected  for  transfers  was  235  (127  males 
and  106  females)  of  which  28  were  illegitimate.  There  were  also 
5 still-births. 

There  were  176  marriages  registered. 

Deaths  corrected  for  transfers  numbered  148  (70  males,  7S 
females).  There  were  15  deaths  of  children  under  1 year  of  age. 
The  chief  causes  of  death  were  Cancer,  24 ; Cerebral  Haemorrhage, 
21;  Heart  Disease,  36;  Bronchitis,  9;  Pneumonia,  5;  Congenital 
Debility,  5;  Violence,  2;  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis,  10;  and 
Influenza,  3. 

(3)  Factories. 

Twenty-eight  inspections  were  made  of  Factories  and  two  defects 
were  noted.  These  were  found  remedied  at  subsequent  inspections. 


BURGH  OF  ALVA 

(1)  Vital  Statistics. 

The  number  of  births  corrected  for  transfers  was  74  (32  males, 
| 42  females)  of  which  6 were  illegitimate.  There  was  1 still-birth. 

There  were  47  marriages  registered. 
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Deaths  corrected  for  transfers  numbered  46  (16  males,  30 
females;.  There  were  5 deaths  of  children  under  1 year  of  age. 
The  chief  causes  of  death  were  Cancer.  3 ; Heart  Disease,  9 ; Old 
Age,  3;  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis,  4;  and  Cerebral  Haemorrhage,  6. 

(2)  Factories. 

Five  inspections  were  made  of  Factories.  No  contravention  of 
the  Act  or  Sanitary  Accommodation  Begulations  made  thereunder 
was  found. 


BURGH  OF  TILLICOULTRY 

(1)  Vital  Statistics. 

The  number  of  births  corrected  for  transfers  was  65  (31  males, 
34  females)  of  which  8 were  illegitimate.  There  were  2 still-births. 
There  wrere  40  marriages  registered. 

Deaths  corrected  for  transfers  numbered  40  (26  males  and  14 
females).  There  were  2 deaths  of  children  under  1 year  of  age. 
The  chief  causes  of  death  were  Cancer,  2 ; Cerebral  Haemorrhage,  6 ; 
Heart  Disease,  12;  Old  Age,  3;  and  Congenital  Debility,  2. 

(2)  Factories. 

Three  inspections  were  made  of  these  premises  during  the  year. 


BURGH  OF  DOLLAR 

(1)  Vital  Statistics. 

The  number  of  births  corrected  for  transfers  was  20  (11  males 
and  9 females)  of  which  1 was  illegitimate.  There  were  no  still- 
births. 

There  were  15  marriages  registered. 

Deaths  corrected  for  transfers  numbered  25  (7  males,  18 
females).  One  child  died  under  one  year  of  age.  The  chief  causes 
of  death  were  Cancer,  3 ; Cerebral  Haemorrhage,  4 ; Heart  Disease, 
6 ; Old  Age,  3 ; and  Pneumonia,  3. 

(2)  Factories. 

Four  visits  were  paid  to  Factories  in  1945  but  no  cause  for 
complaint  was  noted. 
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REPORT  BY  COUNTY  SANITARY 
INSPECTOR 


COUNTY  OF  CLACKMANNAN 


Nuisances. 

During  the  year  the  number  of  nuisances  dealt  with  was: — 
Landward  Area,  36 ; Alloa  Burgh,  47 ; Alva  Burgh,  2 ; Tillicoultry 
Burgh,  5 ; and  Dollar  Burgh,  1 ; a total  of  91.  These  nuisances  were 
all  of  the  usual  routine  character  (choked  and  defective  drains,  drain 
traps  and  sanitary  fittings,  etc.)  and  were  all  qiuckly  remedied  after 
intimation  from  this  Department. 

Infectious  Diseases. 

267  cases  of  Infectious  Diseases  were  notified  in  1945,  214  of 
them  being  removed  to  hospital  and  the  remainder  being  treated 
at  home.  Arising  out  of  these  cases  122  visits  of  inquiry  were  made, 
124  houses  were  disinfected  and  71  notices  were  sent  to  headmasters 
intimating  the  existence  of  Infectious  Diseases  among  scholars  and 
contacts. 

In  addition  five  sets  of  bedding  were  steam-disinfected  and 
returned  to  the  owners. 


Milk  Production. 

There  were  35  producers’  premises  on  the  Dairy  Register  at  the 
end  of  the  year  and  these,  together  with  other  registered  and 
unregistered  Dairy  Premises  were  visited  on  70  occasions.  At  the 
beginning  of  the  year  20  milk  producers  in  the  County  were 
authorised  under  the  Milk  (Special  Designations)  Orders  (Scotland) 
1936-1944,  to  use  Special  Designations  in  relation  to  their  milk,  and 
during  the  year  one  new  licence  was  granted,  leaving  21  milk 
producers  licensed  under  the  Orders  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

With  reference  to  the  improvements  called  for  in  the  premises 
of  a number  of  registered  milk  producers  in  the  County  by  the  Milk 
and  Dairies  Executive  Committee,  I am  glad  to  be  able  to  report 
that  further  progress  in  the  carrying  out  of  the  work  required  was 
made  during  1945  and  at  the  close  of  the  year  the  position  was  as 
follows : — 


Number  of  dairy 
farms  in  which 
improvements  were 
called  for. 

32 


Number  in  which 
improvements  were 
carried  out  in 
whole  or  in  part. 

28 


Number  outstand- 
ing at  end  of  1945. 

4 


Arrangements  were  made  during  the  year  with  Stirling  County 
Council  for  the  part-time  services  in  this  County  of  one  of  that 
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County’s  Milk  Officers  and  this  official  commenced  duty  here  towards 
the  end  of  the  year.  By  frequent  visits  to  Dairy  Farms  and  the  help 
and  advice  which  these  officials  are  able  to  give  producers,  yet 
another  link  is  being  forged  in  the  chain  to  secure  the  production  of 
clean  wholesome  milk.  It  is  gratifying  to  report  that  in  this  County 
the  Milk  Officer’s  presence  has  been  welcomed  and  her  advice 
appreciated,  with  very  few  exceptions. 

The  following  table  gives  a summary  of  sampling  results 
in  1945:— 


(a) 

(c) 

Samples 

Samples 

(b)  as  percentage 

taken 

satisfactory 

of  (a) 

UNTREATED  MILK— 

Non-Designated 

72 

28* 

39 

Specially  Designated 

114 

72 

63 

TREATED  MILK— 

Pasteurised  

28 

16 

57 

TOTALS  

214 

116 

52 

* Only  non-designated  milk  conforming  to  the  requirements  of  the  Milk 
(Special  Designation)  Orders  for  “ Standard  ” milk  has  been  classified 
as  “ satisfactory  ” for  the  purpose  of  this  table. 


The  total  number  of  samples  taken  in  1945  (214)  represents  an 
increase  of  50  per  cent,  over  the  corresponding  number  taken  in 
1944  (142)  but  one  disappointing  feature  of  the  year’s  sampling  is 
that  only  slightly  over  one  half  of  all  pasteurised  milks  sampled 
proved  satisfactory.  In  this  connection  it  should  be  explained  that 
considerable  labour  difficulties  were  experienced  during  the  year  at 
the  pasteurising  plant  concerned  and  this  was  reflected  in  the  poor 
results  and  also  in  the  volume  of  complaints  reaching  the  Depart- 
ment regarding  improperly  washed  bottles.  The  latter  complaint 
reached  such  proportions,  especially  regarding  school  milk  bottles, 
that  the  supply  of  milk  to  schools  from  the  Creamery  concerned  had 
to  be  stopped  for  a time. 

Ultimately  after  frequent  visits  to  the  Creamery  considerable 
improvement  in  methods  and  results  was  obtained  and  the  supply  of 
milk  to  schools  was  resumed.  In  connection  with  efforts  to  secure 
improved  conditions  at  this  plant  the  advice  of  the  Department  of 
Health  Officials  was  extremely  helpful.  It  may  be  of  interest  to 
point  out  that  the  percentage  (68)  of  satisfactory  samples  from 
producers  licensed  to  use  special  designations  shows  an  increase  over 
the  corresponding  figure  (56)  for  the  previous  year,  but  it  is  hoped 
as  a result  of  visits  and  advice  to  those  producers  giving  two  or  more 
unsatisfactory  consecutive  samples  to  have  the  proportion  of 
satisfactory  samples  still  further  increased. 
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Food  and  Drugs  (Adulteration)  Act,  1928. 

The  following  samples  were  taken  under  this  Act  in  1945,  viz. : — 
Sweet  Milk,  80 ; Ice  Cream,  1 ; Cheese,  1 ; Sugar.  1 ; and  Port 
Wine,  1.  Eleven  of  the  samples  of  sweet  milk  were  official  samples 
and  five  of  these  were  reported  deficient  either  in  milk  fat,  milk 
solids  or  both.  These  samples  were  all  from  the  same  producer,  four 
of  them  being  taken  at  the  producer’s  premises  from  a consignment 
of  milk  in  course  of  delivery  to  a retailer.  The  facts  were  reported 
to  the  Local  Authority  wrho  authorised  the  institution  of  legal 
proceedings  and  the  papers  were  therefore  sent  to  the  Procurator- 
Fiscal  for  this  purpose  ; unfortunately  he  was  not  satisfied  on  legal 
grounds  and  did  not  proceed  with  the  case.  The  remaining  milk 
samples  were  informal  samples  and  three  were  reported  not  genuine. 
So  far  as  the  other  samples  are  concerned  it  is  of  interest  to  note 
that  the  sample  of  Ice  Cream  had  a very  low  fat  content  and  the 
need  for  a definite  legal  standard  being  established  for  this 
commodity  seems  to  me  overdue. 

The  samples  of  Port  Wine  was  reported  as  being  probably  a 
Colonial  or  British  Wine  of  the  Port  Type.  All  the  other  samples 
were  reported  genuine. 

The  average  butter  fat  content  of  all  genuine  milk  samples 
taken  during  the  year  is  4.04  per  cent,  and  the  average  non-fatty 
solids  content  is  8.81  per  cent.  If  non-genuine  milk  samples  are 
included  the  corresponding  figures  are  3.80  per  cent,  and  8.35  per 
cent,  as  compared  with  the  legal  presumptive  standard  of  3 per  cent, 
butter  fat  and  8.5  per  cent,  non-fatty  solids. 

Unsound  Food. 

During  1945  there  were  condemned  as  unfit  for  human 
consumption  the  following  foodstuffs: — 207  tins  of  meat:  23  tins  of 
fruit : 102  tin^  of  vegetables  ; 192  tins  of  fish  ; 7 tins  of  soup  ; 69  tins 
of  milk;  19  tins  of  marmalade  or  jam;  6 tins  of  biscuits;  221bs.  of 
beef;  2691bs.  of  oranges;  721bs.  of  sugar;  811bs.  of  chocolate  confec- 
tionery; 341bs.  of  tea;  161bs.  of  cheese;  731bs.  of  tomatoes;  1261bs. 
of  flour;  601bs.  of  oats;  lO^lbs.  of  butter;  841bs.  of  white  fish;  6} 
cwts.  of  carrots;  and  \ ton  of  miscellaneous  groceries.  The  total 
wreight  of  foodstuffs  condemned  was  about  1 ton  14f  cwts.  as  com- 
pared with  17J  cwts.  in  1944.  In  addition  25  tons  of  turnips  were 
condemned  as  unfit  for  human  consumption  following  damage  by  fire. 

The  ca\ise  of  unsoundness  in  most  cases  was  blown  or  damaged 
tins.  In  two  cases  damage  by  fire  and  water  rendered  quantities  of 
goods  unfit  for  use  and  these  were  disposed  of  by  arrangement  with 
the  Ministry  of  Food’s  Salvage  Division.  Wherever  possible  food- 
stuffs condemned  were  used  for  pig  feeding. 
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Water  Supply. 

Towards  the  end  of  1944,  following  instructions  from  the  County 
Council,  a comprehensive  report  on  potential  water  supplies  in  the 
Ochil  Hills  with  the  object  of  meeting  the  requirements  of  the  Water 
Authorities  in  the  County  was  submitted  by  Messrs  Babtie,  Shaw, 
and  Morton,  C.E.,  Glasgow.  This  was  considered  by  the  various 
authorities  in  the  County  but  a decision  on  the  whole  matter  was 
delayed  pending  consideration  of  a further  report  by  the  firm  on  the 
question  of  a water  supply  to  Central,  Western,  and  Perth  Districts 
of  the  County  of  Perth  based  on  Loch  Turret  as  it  was  thought  that 
the  needs  of  this  County  might  be  more  readily  met  from  this  source. 

Drainage. 

The  question  of  a comprehensive  drainage  scheme  for  the  whole 
County  engaged  the  attention  of  the  County  Council . in  view  of  local 
drainage  difficulties  and  also  in  view  of  the  future  housing  develop- 
ments which  were  likely  to  occur.  A remit  was  made  to  Messrs 
Babtie,  Shaw,  and  Morton,  C.E.,  Glasgow,  to  report  on  the  matter 
and  the  firm  carried  out  the  necessary  survey  work  during  the  year 
and  their  report  is  now  awaited. 

Scavenging. 

Some  difficulties  were  experienced  throughout  the  year  in  the 
collection  of  household  refuse  in  the  County  Landward  Area  where 
the  work  is  done  by  contract.  A special  report  was  made  to  the 
County  Council  on  the  subject  and  after  consideration  it  was  decided 
to  carry  out  this  work  by  direct  labour.  The  necessary  staff  was 
engaged  and  an  order  was  placed  for  two  Dennis  Refuse  Collecting 
Vehicles,  delivery  of  which  is  now  awaited.  It  is  intended  to 
improve  considerably  the  scope  and  frequency  of  the  collection  in 
the  Landward  Area  Tinder  the  new  scheme  and  at  the  same  time 
concentrate  disposal  at  one  refuse  dump  in  place  of  the  five  in  use 
at  present. 

Salvage 

The  total  weight  of  salvage  collected  in  1945  in  the  Landward 
part  of  the  County  was  38  tons,  3 cwts.  131bs.,  comprising  33  tons 
2 cwts.  of  waste  paper,  and  1 cwt.  131bs.  of  textiles.  The  amount 
of  waste  paper  collected  in  1945  is  almost  the  same  as  that  collected 
in  1944  (34  tons)  but  in  view  of  the  continuing  need  for  this  class 
of  material  efforts  in  the  future  will  be  made  to  secure  an  increased 
collection. 

Rats  and  Mice  (Destruction)  Act,  1919,  and  Rats  and  Mice 
(Scotland)  Order,  1943. 

At  the  end  of  1944  the  County  Council  appointed  a full-time 
employee  as  Rat  Catcher,  whose  services  are  available  throughout 
the  County  at  a moderate  time  rate  for  rat  destruction.  His  services 
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were  in  regular  demand  during  the  year  and  in  a number  of  cases 
occupiers  have  authorised  him  to  pay  regular  visits  to  their  premises. 
After  a year’s  work  it  can  be  confidently  stated  that  the  general 
condition  of  the  area  as  regards  rat  infestation  is  much  improved  and 
in  particular  the  regular  attention  given  by  the  rat  catcher  to  County 
Council  refuse  tips,  sewage  works,  etc.,  has  been  effective  in  largely 
ridding  these  places  of  rats  or  reducing  the  rat  population  to  small 
proportions.  There  now  remain  very  few  major  infestations  in  the 
County  and  these  are  also  being  tackled. 

Housing. 

Housing  activities  in  1945  were  largely  of  a preliminary  nature 
and  were  confined  for  the  most  part  to  the  preparation  of  sites  for 
temporary  houses  at  Clackmannan,  Menstrie,  Sauchie,  Tullibody, 
Alva,  Tillicoultry,  and  Dollar.  In  Alloa  Burgh  12-3-apartment 
permanent  houses  were  nearing  completion  at  Hutton  Park  Site  at 
the  end  of  the  year,  while  20-4-apartment  Swedish  Timber  Houses 
were  in  course  of  construction  there,  and  work  was  commenced  on 
the  erection  of  24-4-apartment  and  16-3-apartment  permanent 
houses  at  Forbes  Street. 

Town  Planning. 

This  engaged  the  close  attention  of  the  County  Council  during 
the  year  and  the  broad  outline  of  a plan  for  the  County  is  beginning 
to  appear.  Of  particular  interest  is  the  proposal  to  provide  an  entirely 
new  township  between  Sauchie  and  Tullibody  with  complete 
community  services.  This  proposal  will  involve  much  detailed  work 
and  there  will  be  many  difficulties  to  surmount  before  it  comes  to 
fruition.  Already  one  of  these,  the  question  of  coal  sterilisation 
throughout  the  area  in  question  has  been  overcome  but  many  others 
will  doubtless  emerge.  It  is  satisfactory  to  know,  however,  that  the 
principle  of  establishing  the  new  township  has  now  been  generally 
accepted  even  although  there  were  some  misgivings  about  it  when 
first  mooted. 


TABLE  I.  Causes  of  Death  (Corrected  for  Transfer)  during  1945. 
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